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Greater Sage-Grouse Habitat Use Monitoring 
Greater sage-grouse conservation has been the 
impetus for an unprecedented level of habitat 
restoration in the sagebrush ecosystems recently. 
This conservation effort was triggered by concern 
about sage-grouse population decline and habitat 
loss across their 11 state range, including Oregon. 
The primary threat to sage-grouse and sage-grouse 
habitat here is from western juniper encroachment, 
invasion by non-native annual grasses, and 
increased wildfire activity driven primarily by the 
annual grass invasion.  
  

 
 

In order to ensure that sage-grouse habitat 
conservation dollars are being spent efficiently and 
effectively, basic knowledge about sage-grouse 
habitat selection is needed. Sage-grouse habitat 
requirements change throughout the year, but little 
Oregon specific information is available about this. 
For example, when does the need for sagebrush 
and grass for nesting cover during the spring shift 

to a need for forb and insect rich moist soil during 
the summer and when does the need for snow free 
stands of sagebrush for foraging during the winter 
start? 
 

Restoration efforts are organized around the 20 
Priority Areas for Conservation (PAC) in Oregon. 
The department has recently started monitoring 
sage-grouse habitat selection in three understudied 
and wildfire prone PACs in central Malheur 
County and eastern Harney County. These are the 
Soldier Creek, Cow Lakes and Folly Farm PACs. 
As part of this effort, 30 solar powered 
ARGOS/GPS PTT backpacks were purchased last 
winter. These transmitters collect a bird’s location 
four times a day and transmit these locations to 
the ARGOS satellite system, allowing periodic 
download of the data.  
  
This past April, backpacks were placed on nine 
birds from the Soldier Creek PAC south of Jordan 
Valley. Locations collected from these birds have 
already identified five previously unknown 
summer habitat areas. The remaining transmitters 
will be deployed this fall and next spring. Data 
collected will be used to develop seasonal range 
maps, evaluate sage-grouse habitat use under 
different weather conditions, inform post-fire 
habitat restoration treatments, and serve as a pre-
fire dataset to evaluate the impacts of future 
wildfire. 
 

Youth Pheasant Hunts 
East Region hosted youth pheasant hunts at the 
Ladd Marsh, White River, Klamath, and Irrigon 
wildlife areas, and on private property near 
Madras, John Day, and Baker City in September. 
As in past years, the hunts were well received by 
area youth and continue to provide significant 
youth hunting opportunity.  
 

Warm, dry conditions during the early September 
sessions made for difficult hunting conditions. 
Participation was a bit lower than last year but 
hunter success seemed to be good. The hunts 
resulted in many smiling kids, proud parents and 
happy bird dogs.  
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The success of these hunts would not be possible 
without the financial and volunteer contributions 
from a number of organizations including 
Unlimited Pheasants, Oregon Hunters 
Association, Oregon Bird Hunters Association, 
Oregon Hunter Education Instructors, private 
donations and many individual human and canine 
volunteers.  
 

WEST REGION 
Bernadette Graham- Hudson, Region Manager 
 

Better than expected Rogue River fish 
numbers.  
Returns of fall Chinook and summer steelhead to 
the Rogue River have been surprisingly good in 
2017. The runs are tracking above recent ten year 
averages. The fall Chinook run will exceed the 
preseason forecast, and reports are that the bay 
fishery has seen the best success for anglers since 
about 2009.  
 

Passage of fall Chinook, coho salmon and summer 
steelhead has been monitored at Huntley Park 
(River Mile 8) on the lower Rogue River since 
1974. Standardized sampling consists of 15 seine 
sets per day, three days per week, July 15 – 
October 31. The weekly catch is expanded using a 
flow based model to estimate passage. The flow 
based model was derived from mark-recapture 
estimates of escapement. 
 

Passage estimates to date (through Sept. 9) are 
shown below. The estimate of fall Chinook 
abundance, currently 74,000, already exceeds the 
preseason abundance forecast of 52,000; desired 
status is 54,400 (Rogue Fall Chinook Conservation 
Plan). Wild summer steelhead passage is improved 
over recent years, but the final passage estimate 

will likely come in below the population health 
goal (10,000). The passage of half-pounder 
steelhead has doubled the 10 year average. Coho 
salmon are just beginning to enter the river. 
 

 
Rogue River 

Passage 
estimate 

% of 10 
year 

average 

Adult F. Chinook 74,000 146% 

Jack F. Chinook 16,400 112% 

Wild S. Steelhead 7,145 121% 

Half-pounders 186,800 237% 

2017 lower Rogue seining – preliminary passage estimates 
Sept. 9. 
 

Returns are quite good considering the tough 
environmental conditions that these fish have 
faced. Most indicators of ocean conditions have 
been rated as intermediate or poor for salmon 
since 2013, and the Rogue experienced a multi-
year drought 2013-2015.  
 

Preliminary indications are that there is a strong 
age three year class in the 2017 fall Chinook return 
that, along with the above average jack return, 
suggests continued improvement in 2018 and 
2019. Additionally, the strong half-pounder 
steelhead return (fourth best since 1976) suggests a 
good adult summer steelhead return in 2018.  
 

 
Photos – Seining at Huntley Park 
 

Breaking Ground at Coyote Creek South 
Purchased in 2013 through the Willamette Wildlife 
Mitigation Program (WWMP), the 309 acre Coyote 
Creek South property began the construction 
phase of restoration actions on 116 acres. With the 
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goal of restoring native wet prairie habitats, the 
site, which is part of the Fern Ridge Wildlife Area 
(FRWA) and adjacent City of Eugene’s Coyote 
Prairie Mitigation Bank, adds additional native 
wetland habitats to the area between Eugene and 
Veneta.  
 

Historically managed for grass seed production, 
the site was manipulated through farming 
operations resulting in series of drainage ditches. 
Construction design incorporated increased water 
retention with an emphasis on species usage of 
wetland habitats. The vernal pools were designed 
deep enough to hold water through late spring to 
summer thus providing breeding and rearing 
habitat for amphibians such as the red-legged frog 
and long toed salamander. Wintering waterfowl 
will benefit from the increased water storage as 
well as the diversity of native vegetation. Areas of 
sparse vegetation will be managed for grassland 
birds such as the federally-listed streaked horned 
lark, which has been documented to successfully 
nest and fledge young on the site. 
 

Restoration work consisted of two years site 
preparation to remove the non-native seed bank 
through mowing and selective herbicide treatments 
followed by the creation of shallow vernal pools 
and a series of berms to retain water on the site. 
Staff from the ODFW Habitat Program utilized a 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) CAT 623 scraper 
to perform the earth work. The habitat crew 
operated the scraper for five weeks constructing 
eighteen berms totaling 2,500 linear feet and seven 
vernal pools. WWMP and FRWA staff assisted 
with project logistics and completed tractor work 
to prepare the site for seeding.  
 

Partial funding for the project was made possible 
through an Oregon Watershed Enhancement 
(OWEB) grant awarded to the Long Tom 
Watershed Council. Project partners included the 
USFWS Finley National Wildlife Area Partners 
Program, City of Eugene, Bonneville Power 
Administration, American Bird Conservancy, and 
the Long Tom Watershed Council.  
 

 
Photo - ODFW Habitat Program staff, Dylan Edwards, 
loads the USFWS CAT scraper with 23 plus yards of 
material to build the foundation for a wetland berm. 

 
Photo - This four acre vernal pool with a maximum depth 
of one foot will provide additional waterfowl habitat at the 
site. 
 

INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Information and Education 
Administrator 
 

Feast Portland 
Feast Portland has been called one of the 
preeminent food and drink festivals in the Pacific 
Northwest. The event attracts food lovers from 
around the region, features renowned chefs and 
artisans, and celebrates locally grown and 
produced food and drink. ODFW was part of the 
festivities as it reached out to new potential 
customers. Over the course of the event, ODFW 
talked with thousands of Feast participants about 
fishing, hunting, clamming, and crabbing 
opportunities and recipes for preparing and 
cooking a variety of fish and game recipes. The 
message was that fishing, hunting, crabbing and 
clamming are great ways to eat naturally and to 
know the source of your food. This year’s 
presence included Elias Cairo, founder of Olympic 
Provisions American charcuterie restaurant and 
shop in Portland. Cairo is also an avid hunter so he 
joined ODFW for a Facebook livestream from his 
restaurant showing how to prepare a pheasant. 
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Cairo will also be doing an Instagram Takeover 
with the agency before hunting season. 
 

 

 
 

OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 

 
 

Grateful Family Praises Trooper for his Hard 
Work 
Senior Trooper Kyle Bachmeier met an archery 
hunter hiking out of the woods in the Tioga Unit. 
Randy Camp had successfully taken a 5x7 bull elk 
and was heading to town to pick-up some help for 
packing the animal out. After a friendly chat about 
the hunt and the location of the elk, Trooper 
Bachmeier said he would return to check on the 
progress later in the day. A short time later, 
Bachmeier located Randy, his truck and his help. It 
turned out the hunter had returned with his fiancé, 
Meghan Jones, and their three boys all under the 
age of ten. With the temperature rising over 90 
degrees, our trooper realized that the family was 
going to need some assistance getting this elk 
quartered and packed out before it could go bad. 
He set to work on the animal. As is typical of 
young children, the boys had lots of questions for 
the trooper. Meghan wrote on Facebook, “The 
guy was an absolute machine! He was amazing 
with the boys and set an absolute perfect example 
for the boys! I have nothing but thanks for him 
and it only made the trip that much better.” 
According to Randy, “he checked everything he 
needed to (while being awesome)”. Bachmeier said 
it was a really great experience and he enjoyed 
getting the chance to help the family and interact 
with the kids. 
 

Antelope Poacher Arrested and Lodged in Jail 
Troopers responded to a call in the Beatys Butte 
Unit regarding a man who shot a buck antelope, 
walked over to it, then turned and walked away 
leaving it to waste. Moments later the suspect was 
seen shooting and wounding another buck 
antelope. Later that same day, the same individual 
was seen in a different area, with a dead antelope 
on the back of a 4-wheeler, traveling off 
established roadways. The individual was 
contacted by one of the troopers and initially 
denied shooting all three antelope. After 
consulting with his father the suspect later 
confessed to shooting all three antelope and 
driving his 4-wheeler across the habitat and prairie 
to retrieve one of them. The suspect was arrested 
and charged with Exceeding the Bag Limit, 
Waste of Game Mammal, & Committing 
Habitat Violation-ATV. The individual was 
transported to the Harney County Jail where he 
was lodged. 
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Nighttime Decoy Operation  
On the second day of archery season, Troopers 
from the Salem and McMinnville offices 
conducted a nighttime Wildlife Enforcement 
Decoy operation in rural Yamhill County. 
Approximately one hour after legal hunting hours 
a subject driving out of the mountains observed 
the decoy.  He stopped in the middle of the road 
removing his bow from the back seat and shot an 
arrow from approximately 10 yards away.  The 
arrow struck the decoy in the neck just forward of 
the shoulder and set off the illuminated nock.  The 
suspect was cited for Unlawful Take Buck Deer 
(WED) and his bow was seized as evidence.  
 

CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Andrea Hanson, Oregon Conservation Strategy 
Coordinator   
 

The Great Gray Owl (GGO) is the largest owl by 
wingspan in North America.  It is distributed 
throughout Canada and Alaska, the northern 
Midwestern states, and can be locally found in 
Southern Oregon and Northern California, with a 
rare and endangered subspecies in Yosemite 
National Park. The GGO is a secretive species, 
and is listed as a sensitive and Conservation 
Strategy species in Oregon. They require a mosaic 
habitat of mature, late successional forest, tall 
snags for nesting, and meadow areas for foraging. 
As a species associated with open stands and 
meadows they face reductions in habitat due to the 
loss of natural disturbance from our history of fire 
suppression.  
 

This summer, ODFW’s Conservation Strategy 
staff is collaborating with Southern Oregon 
University (SOU), and the Medford District of the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on a project 
investigating the habitat associations of Great Gray 
Owls. This research effort was initiated in 2004 by 
the BLM and SOU to better understand GGO use 
of atypical habitat in the Siskiyou Mountains of 
Southern Oregon and to assist land managers in 
making informed decisions while harvesting timber 
or implementing restoration or fire resiliency 
projects. ODFW’s Oregon State University intern 
is collecting stand inventory data (cover, species 
composition, tree size and density) at random sites 
across the Rogue and Klamath basins. This 
information will augment the large existing volume 
of data already collected by the BLM and will allow 
researchers to conduct a robust use vs. availability 

analysis by comparing vegetation at occupied nest 
sites to randomly surveyed locations. 
 

Unfortunately, this work has been significantly 
affected by this summer’s intense fire season. The 
Red Blanket Fire, Miller Complex, Pelican Butte 
Fire and closure of the Sky Lakes Wilderness have 
all limited access to study sites. Twelve of the 
initial thirty random sites have not been surveyed 
and nine will likely not be accessible through the 
remainder of the field season. The intensity of this 
year’s fires affected not only accessibility, but also 
amplified health and safety concerns for staff. The 
project will likely be finished in 2018.  
 

 
 
MARINE RESOURCES PROGRAM  
Caren Braby, Marine Resources Program Manager 
 

Recreational bottomfish: banner year and 
recent closure 
For the past three years (2015-present) we have 
been seeing unprecedented changes in Oregon’s 
ocean. The warm “blob”, El Nino, species from 
southern reaches, and harmful algal blooms that 
have required us to close razor clams, mussels, and 
crab in order to protect public from eating tainted 
seafood. In addition, Oregon’s recreational 
bottomfish fisheries have experienced 
unprecedented participation, likely due to an 
improving economy, fair seas for boat access, and 
increased public awareness of the recreational 
opportunities the ocean provides.  
 

In 2017, angling effort for bottomfish species 
increased dramatically during the summer months, 
leading to attainment of the recreational quota on 
several bottomfish species and species groups by 
the end of August. Effort was so high in June, July 
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and August, that 25% of our annual quota was 
taken in each of those three months – about a 30-
40% increase in effort over our long term average. 
Even more, our August effort was exceptionally 
high relative to June and July. This led to the 
bottomfish closure after September 17, to prevent 
further impacts on our quotas, which are designed 
to prevent overfishing and that harvests are 
sustainable over the long term. 
 

The good news? There were a lot of very 
successful anglers in the ocean this year. Our plans 
for next year? To work with the recreational 
fishers and charter fleet to design the 2018 
recreational bottomfish fishery so that it continues 
to provide the best ocean angling experience on 
the West Coast.  
 

 
Dungeness crab in an experimental crab pot, designed to 
capture behavior on video 
 

Summer hypoxia documented in crab pot 
experiment 
Researchers at ODFW and Oregon State 
University (OSU) documented summertime 
hypoxia – or low oxygen – in an unusual way this 
year. The researchers were surprised when two 
crab pots, equipped with cameras, came up filled 
with dead Dungeness crab. The pots were part of a 
research project to investigate crab behavior. 
Having all the crabs die is unusual and the 
underwater cameras that were intended to capture 
crab behavior, shed light on what happened.  
 

ODFW researchers suspected that the crabs likely 
succumbed to low oxygen conditions during an 
oxygen decline. The video shows that during the 
first week, the water was clear and crabs were 
active. But, over the next week, water clarity 
dropped, and crab activity slowed. By the fifteenth 
day, all signs of life were gone. Nearby oceanic 

buoy data from OSU corroborated that oxygen 
levels were low and showed that the dates of the 
crabs’ demise corresponded with a hypoxic event. 
 

While this recent glimpse into interactions between 
hypoxia and biology (and correlated ocean 
acidification impacts) is an important observation, 
there still remain many questions about how the 
nearshore ecosystem is being impacted by these 
changing ocean conditions. The Marine Resources 
Program continues to seek ways to learn more 
about those impacts and plan for what the future 
holds for Oregon’s ocean fish and wildlife. 
 

For more information on this hypoxia event, 
please see ODFW’s Facebook page here: 
https://www.facebook.com/ODFWConservation
/videos/10155593926881530/ 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
October 13, 2017 
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